FOUR       TALES       BY         ZELIDE

or, rather, has let himself be married, as ill as
possible.   He had no fortune.   A distant relative
of the same name, the heiress to a fine property
that has been for long in the family, said she would
marry him as willingly as another.    His parents
thought it an admirable plan, and believed the girl
to be charming merely because she is lively, and
bold, speaks fast and a great deal, and passes for a
wit.   He was then in garrison.    They wrote to
him.   He replied that he had had no intention of
marrying at present, but would do as they wished;
and things were so promptly arranged that, arriv-
ing here on the first of October he found himself
married by the twentieth.   I believe that by the
thirtieth he wished he were not.    The lady is
coquettish, jealous, and proud.   What she flaunts
as wit is in truth only vivacious and pretentious
folly.   I went, without Cecilia, to compliment the
pair two months ago.   They have now been fifteen
days in the town.   Madam would like to take part
in every gaiety, to shine and please, and play a part.
She is rich, pleasing, and pretty enough for that.

The husband, embarrassed and dull, flies from
his own house, and, as we are slightly related, it is
in mine that he seeks refuge. The first time that
he came he was Struck with Cecilia, whom he had
only seen as a child, and finding me almost always
alone with her, or only the Englishman with us,
he formed the habit of coming every day. These
two men suit and please each other. Both are
cultivated, both have delicacy and wit, discrimina-
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